THE IMPACTS OF RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY ON HUMAN SECURITY
IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

Tac déng cua su da tén gido 1én an ninh con ngudi trong khu vrc DNA

INTRODUCTION

The diversity of religions and ethnicities, together with a large difference in term of economics
and society between the countries, has created the seeds for conflicts in Southeast Asia. One
of the most typical conflicts in the region is related to religious diversity. The conflicts related
to religious diversity within each member state have a strong impact on the security situation
not only in the country, but also adversely affects the security situation in the whole region,

which is particularly discussed in this article is the human security issues.

Su da dang ton gido va dan téc, cung vai sy khac biét |&n vé kinh té va xa héi, da tao ra nhitng
hat gidng clia su mau thuan & khu viee DNA. 1 trong nhitng mau thudn thudng thay nhat trong
khu vic lién quan dén cac van dé ton gido. Nhirtng mau thuan lién quan dén ton gido gitra cac
thanh vién trong khu vyc cé 1 tac dong manh 1én tinh hinh an ninh khéng chi trong nudc va
con ca tinh hinh an ninh trong ca khu vuec, va t6i muén dam ludn dac biét vé cic van dé an

ninh con nguoi.
THE CONCEPT OF HUMAN SECURITY IN ASEAN PERSPECTIVE
Khai niém an ninh con ngudi theo quan diém cta ASEAN

The concept of "comprehensive security" in ASEAN was born from the peak of the Cold War.
From the mid-1960s, Former Indonesian President Suharto presented a national resilience as
a comprehensive view of security that encompasses political, economic, socio-cultural and
military aspects both internally and externally. In 1986, Former Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad has said that national security was inseparable from political stability,

economic progress, and social harmony.?

Khai niém “an ninh toan dién” trong khéi ASEAN kh&i dau tir cao trao clda cudc Chién Tranh
Lanh. T gitta nhitng ndm 1960, cd Téng Thdng Indo Suharto da dwa ra 1 mé hinh sirc manh

quéc gia bao gébm 1 cach toan dién cac khia canh chinh tri, kinh té&, vdn hda-x3 hdi, va quan

LYukiko Nishikawa (2010), Human Security in Southeast Asia, Routledge, p. 42

Page 1 0of 8



ddi 1an trong va ngoai nuwdc. Ndm 1986, Cwu Thi Twdng Malaysia Mahathir Mohammad d3
ndi an ninh quéc gia khong thé tach rdi sy 6n dinh chinh tri, sy phat trién kinh té&, va su hoa

hop xa hoi.

However, the crisis in 1997 in Asia posed new problems about reconsidering the nature of
security thinking. According to Thailand’s approach, each Southeast Asian countries might
have different priorities in a wide spectrum of issues, but they can and should have a common
strategy and policy for key issues such as poverty reduction, employment, equality and
economic opportunities for the people and social, human and natural resources for

sustainable development.

Thé nhung, cudc khiing hodng ndm 1997 & chau A va dic biét 1a khai ASEAN da cho thay cac
van dé mai khi tai xem xét ban chat cla suy nghi an ninh. Theo Thai Lan, mdi 1 nwéc DNA cé
thé cé nhirng wu tién khac nhau trong 1 pham vi rdng cac van dé, nhung tat ca c6 thé va nén
cé 1 chién lugc va chinh siach chung cho nhitng van dé quan trong nhu xda déi gidm ngheo,
viéc lam, su binh ddng va cac co hdi kinh t& cho ngwdi dan va cac tai nguyén xa hoi, con ngudi,

va mdi trudng cho sy phat trién bén virng.

However, it is quite clear to see a concern of ASEAN that ‘human security’ has been just
another method of imposing Western values of freedom and their political institutions to the
region. The most important issue is ASEAN's strict conception of national sovereignty that
emphasizes the principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of each other. ASEAN
seems to want to solve the problem in a different direction: if human security is the security
for the individual, which like the fact that only can be done the best through national security.
While non-interference this might have served ASEAN’s need during the Cold War, its
relevance in the post-crisis climate has come under increase objection. The East Timor crisis
(which ASEAN failed to respond with any collective measure) highlighted the demand for an
effective action such as regional peacekeeping, which could become an important aspect of

human security defined in terms of reducing the human costs of conflict.?

Thé& nhung, ching ta cé thé thdy kha rd mot mén lo ngai cla khéi ASEAN 13 “an ninh con

ngudi” chi la mot phuong thitc khdc nham ap dit cac gia tri phwong Tay va céc co quan chinh

2 Arabinda Acharya & Amitav Acharya (2000), “Human Security in Asia: Conceptual Ambiguities and Common
Understandings”, IPCS Seminar held on 30 June 2000, Compiled by Suba Chandran & Sonika Gupta, Article
No.394, New Delhi
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tri 1én khu vyc. Van dé quan trong nhat 1a quan niém ch quyén khat khe cGa khdi ASEAN
nhan manh nguyén tic khéng can thiép vao noi bd clia nhau. Khéi ASEAN dudng nhu mudn
gidi quyét van dé nay theo 1 hudng khac: néu an ninh con nguwdi 13 an ninh cho tirng cd nhan,
vay thi né t6t nhat 1a nén duwoc giai quyét bang an ninh qudc gia. Trong khi chinh sach khong
can thiép nay cé thé phuc vu tét cho khdi nay trong thoi ky chién tranh lanh, sy lién quan cua
nd trong thai ky hau khidng hoang nay dang chiu chi trich trdm trong. Cudc khing hodng Pong
Timor (kh&i ASEAN that bai trong viéc dong long phan (rng kip th&i) nhdn manh nhu cau cho
1 dong thai hitu hiéu chang han nhu gitt gin hoa binh, cé thé tré thanh 1 khia canh quan trong

clia an ninh con ngudi, dinh nghta I3 sw giam thiéu chi phi nhan Iwc ctia mau thuan.

RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY AND ITS INFLUENCES ON HUMAN SECURITY IN THE SOUTHEAST ASIA

Sy da ton gidao va anh hudng cta nd 1én an ninh con nguoi & DNA

Southeast Asia has a large concentration of all the great religions of the world. Religion and
its followers had enormous contributions and influence in culture, politics and society of the
countries in this area. However, we cannot deny the negative potential impacts of religious
diversity region on ASEAN society. The conflicts related to religious elements have become
one of the great obstacles to building ASEAN Community due to their serious causes of social
problems related to ensuring human security such as poverty, diseases, homelessness, police

food security, unemployment...3

Khu vue DNA 14 noi tip trung dong dao cac nén ton gido 16n cua thé gidi. Ton gido va céc tin
dd cua nd co 1 su dong gdp va anh hudng to 16n trong vin héa, chinh tri, va xa hdi cua céc
qudc gia trong khu vuc. Thé nhung, ching ta khong thé chdi bo nhiing tac dong tiéu cuc tiém
tang cua su da dang ton giéo trong xa hoi ASEAN. Cac mau thuan lién quan dén cac nguyén
t6 ton gido da tro thanh 1 trong nhitng chudng ngai vat 1on nhat trong viéc xay dung cong dong
ASEAN vi chiing gay ra cac van dé tram trong lién quan dén an ninh con ngudi nhu nghéo doi,

bénh tat, tinh trang vo gia cu, an toan thyc pham, tinh trang that nghiép...

3 Robert W. Hefner (2007), “The Sword Against the Crescent: Religion and violence in Muslim Southeast Asia”,
in Linell E. Cady & Sheldon W. Simon (2007), Religion and Conflict in South and Southeast Asia, The National
Bureau of Asian Research, pp. 33-50
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First, the conflict could disrupt economic growth.
Mau thuan pha v& su tang trudng kinh té

The religious conflict in Myanmar made the reform and the opening up of the country
affected. According to Mr. Surin Pitsuwan, Former Secretary-General of ASEAN, this is not just
a matter of ethnic conflict - between the two religious communities - Buddhism and Islam,
but also the problem of the structure of Myanmar administration, the problem of democracy
and human rights, and issues of national reconciliation. This conflict does not only affect the
stability and development of Myanmar but also affect the realization of the ASEAN

Community in 2015.4

Mau thuan ton gido & Myanmar anh huéng tién trinh cai cdch va mé clra clia nwdc nay. Theo
nhuw Ong Surin Pitsuwan, cwu Téng Thu Ky ASEAN, day khong chi 1a van dé sic toc — gilra 2
cdng dong ton gido — Phat Gido va Hoi Gido, nhung con |a van dé vé cau tric chinh quyén
Myanmar, vé dan chi va dan quyén, va cac van dé hoa giai dan toc. Mau thudn nay khong
nhitng anh hudng su binh 6n va phat trién ciia Myanmar ma con anh hudng dén sy hinh

thanh ctia Céng Déng ASEAN vao ndm 2015.

Equal rights and social equality problems

Cac quyén binh dang va cac van dé vé binh dang xa hoi

When a country has a national religion or a religion has the greatest influence, the minority
groups of different religions are being treated unfairly. And in countries where Islam is a
national religion, religious forces are making inroads into the state power and seizing
political power, or sometimes even create pressures to the government.

Khi mét qudc gia ¢d 1 tdn gido qudc gia hodc 1 tdn gido mang tdn anh hudng I&n, cdc nhém
ton gido thidu s6 s& bi d6i xr khdng cdng bang. Va & nhitng nwdc noi Hoi Gido 1a tdn gido
quéc gia, cac lyc lwong tdn gido xdm nhap vao cac co quan nha nuwdc va chiém |4y cic quyén

lwc chinh tri, hodc d6i khi tham chi gay ap luc 1én chinh quyén.

4 Emmanuel Karagiannis (2011), “China’s Pipeline Diplomacy: Assessing the Threat of Low Intensity Conflicts”,
Havard Asia Quarterly, pp. 54-60
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Migration issues - refugees related to religious factors

Cac van dé di cu — dan di cu lién quan dén cac phan tlr ton gido

The fact that illegal migrants from the countries having conflicts move to neighboring
countries to make a living and asylum has been affecting political stability and social
economics of the country, causing extremely serious social problems as a homeless situation,
food insecurity, environmental sanitation, and poverty.

Thyc té€ di dan bat hgp phap di chuyén tir cac nudc dang ¢ tranh chip sang cdc nudc lan
can dé sinh ton va an ndu d3 va dang anh hudng tdi sy 6n dinh chinh tri va kinh t& x3 hoi
cla dat nudc, gy ra cac van dé xa hdi nghiém trong nhu tinh trang vé gia cu, an ninh lwong
thuc, vé sinh moi truong, va nghéo dai.

Another example is the conflict in southern Thailand which caused serious insecurity for this
country. Thailand has faced many moderate separatist groups occurring frequently in the
country.® Many Thais had to run into the neighboring countries such as Laos, Cambodia, and
Malaysia to avoid violence. In addition, the conflict was a significant impact on the
relationship between Malaysia and Thailand.

Mot vi du khdc 1d mau thudn & mién nam Thai Lan d3 gay ra tinh trang mat an ninh tram
trong cho dat nudc nay. Thai Lan d3 d&i mat vdi khdng it nhém ly khai khdp ca nwéce. Nhiéu
nguwdi dan Thai Lan d3 phai chay sang cac nwdc lan can nhw Lao, Campuchia, va Malaysia dé
chay trén bao Iyc. Thém vao d6, sy mau thuin gay 1 tdc dong manh mé& 1én méi quan hé

Thai Lan-Malaysia.

CHALLENGES FOR ASEAN COMMUNITY

Thir thach cho cong déng ASEAN

Back in the history of Southeast Asia, many conflicts borrowed the name of 'ethnicity’ or
‘religion’ as the external causes for the underlying causes such as the unequal treatment and
the failure of policy government, and left various consequences, even causing bloody wars
in the name of protecting religious sanctuary. In spite of how we name it, most people who

suffer the consequences are innocent.

5 Beginda Pakpahan, “The role of Indonesia in ASEAN, in East Asia Summit and in G20”, The Jakarta Post,
4/10/2011. Accessed on <http://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2011/10/04/the-role-indonesia-asean-east-
asia- summit-and-g20.htmI> on 14 May 2014
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Trong dong lich sl cla khu viee, nhiéu mau thuan muon tén cla 'dan tdc' hodc 'ton gido' lam
binh phong cho cac nguyén nhan co ban nhu x&r khéng cong bang va sy that bai ctia chinh
sach chinh pht, va dé lai nhiéu hau qua khac nhau, tham chi gay ra cudc chién tranh dam
mau nhan danh sy bao tén tén gido. Bat ké ching dugc biét dudi nhirng céi tén nhu thé
nao, da s6 nhirng ngudi ganh chiu hdu qua la dan thuwong vo toi.

Although the fact that Islam in Southeast Asia had long been regarded as more tolerant and
inclusive than its Middle Eastern counterparts, religious fundamentalism in this region is on
the rise, especially since the rise of 1S.6 Religions easily become a pretext for the outbreak of
social conflicts. The matter "human security" itself is very complex, and ensuring human
security is even more complex. It depends on how the perceived problems of each country,
each community, or more generally all the organization's world-class policies and measures

to ensure the security of different people.

Mac du trén thuc té HOi Gido & DNA tir ldu d3 dwoc xem 13 khoan dung va hoa nhip hon la
H®i Gido Trung Dong, trao lwu ton gido trong khu viee nay dang gia ting, dac biét 1a ké tir khi
su n6i 1én cla nha nwédc Hoi Gido ISIS. Ton gido dé dang tré thanh tién dé cho su bung né
mau thuan x3 hoi. Van dé “an ninh con ngudi” ban than né rat phitc tap, va dé ddm bao an
ninh con ngudi lai con phire tap hon. N6 tuy thudc vao cach thirc van dé dugc nhin nhan &
tirng nudec, tirng cdng déng, hodc ndi chung hon la cac chinh sach va bién phap cap thé gidi
clia moi t6 chirc sy an toan cla nhirtng nhédm ngudi khac nhau.

Each country might have the path to go their own way. However, the world in which the
interdependence between countries requires the approaches and solutions at the
international and regional level.”

Mobi nwdc cé thé cd hwdng gidi quyét rieng. Thé nhung, thé gidi nay noi moi qudc gia déu
phu thudc 1an nhau doi hdi nhitng hudng ti€p can va giai quyét & cap toan cau va khu vuec.
We can generalize the security measures to protect people from the influence of religion as
follows: (i) sustainable development, create equal opportunities for all parishioners and
religious organizations, (ii) solving the relationship between ethnic-religions and the

government, and (iii) strengthen dialogues among religious leaders to resolve conflicts.

6 Stuart Sim, Fundamentalist World: The New Dark Age of Dogma (Cambridge: Icon Books, 2004), p.29

7 Ta, Minh Tuan (2008), “Human Security” (An ninh con ngudi), The Journal of Communism.. Access
<http://www.tapchicongsan.org.vn/Home/Nghiencuu-Traodoi/2008/1177/An-ninh-con-nguoi-va-nhung-moi-
de-doa-toan-cau.aspx>
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Chung ta cd thé khai quat hda céc bién phdp an ninh dé bdo vé con ngudi khoi sw anh huwdng
clia tén gido nhu sau: (i) phat trién bén vitng, tao co hdi binh dang cho tat ca cac gido dan
va cac t6 chirc tén gido, (ii) giai quyét cdc mdi quan hé gitra cac dan tdc, tdn gido va chinh
phd, va (iii ) tdng cudng déi thoai gitra cac nha Ianh dao tdn gido dé giai quyét xung dot.
Different religious communities will cause more difficulties to find a common voice to build
a common identity as the dream of ASEAN community. Within ASEAN itself, member countries
have begun to deepen their cooperation in political and security areas. In the Bali Concord Il, ASEAN
leaders affirmed that the ASEAN Security Community (ASC) “is envisaged to bring ASEAN's political
and security cooperation to a higher plane to ensure that countries in the region live at peace with
one another and with the world at large in a just, democratic and harmonious environment”.2 The
agreement reflects ASEAN’s commitment to create a community of nations at peace with one
another and at peace with the world, characterized not only by the absence of war, but also by the
absence of the prospect of war among ASEAN member states.

Cac cOng dong tdn gido khdc nhau s& gay ra nhiéu khé khan dé tim ra tiéng ndi chung dé xay
dwng mot ban siac chung nhu wéc mo clia cong dong ASEAN. Trong ban than khéi ASEAN,
cac nwdc thanh vién da bat dau 1am sau sic hon nhitng sy hop tac trong cac linh vue chinh
tri va an ninh. Trong Tuyén bd Bali Il, cdc nha I3nh dao ASEAN d3 khang dinh ring Cong dong
An ninh ASEAN (ASC) "duoc vach ra dé dwa hop tac chinh tri va an ninh cla ASEAN 1én mot
tam cao hon dé ddm bao rang cac nwdc trong khu vie sinh séng hoa binh véi nhau va voi
thé gidi rong I&n trong mot mai trudng cong bang, dan chdi va hoa hgp ". Thoa thudn nay
phan anh cam két cia ASEAN dé tao ra mét cdng ddng cac qudc gia hoa binh véi nhau va vdi
thé gidi, dac trwng khdng chi bdi s vang méit cla chién tranh, ma con bdi su vang mat cla
vién canh chién tranh giita cac qudc gia thanh vién ASEAN.

ASEAN now efforts to promote the basic objectives, such as (i) focus on developing people's
life and narrowing social gaps; (ii) ensure social rights and equality, regardless of religion,
race, language ...; (iii) actively raise awareness of people about the issue of building the
ASEAN common identity. On the way to realize the Community post 2015, ASEAN is incurring
many challenges, and among them, the issues of religious diversity are one of the most
important factors. The conflicts in the region related to religious diversity clearly had a

negative impact on ASEAN society and on the progress of realizing a common identity for

8 The Bali Concord Il, Bali, Indonesia, 7 October 2003
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the ASEAN region. With an area of religious diversity and a large number of Muslims, the
role of national governments in particular and ASEAN in general in making the appropriate
policy to manage the development of the religious communities is extremely important. This
will bring a sustainable development to the social security of each nation and the whole
Southeast Asia, as well as contribute to the completion of the objectives of the ASEAN
Community.

Khai ASEAN hién dang nd luc dé thic day cadc muc tiéu co ban, chang han nhu (i) tap trung
vao viéc phat trién doi séng nhan dan va thu hep khodng cich x3 héi; (li) ddm bao quyén lgi
x3 hoi va binh dang, khdng phan biét ton gido, chlng tdc, ngon ngitt ...; (li) chl dong nang
cao nhan thirc clia ngudi dan vé van dé xay dung ban sac chung ASEAN. Trén duong di dén
nhan thirc cdng ddng sau ndm 2015, khdi ASEAN dang phai ganh chiu nhiéu thach thire, va
trong s6 d6, cac van dé vé sy da dang tdn gido la mot trong nhirng yéu td quan trong nhat.
Nhirng cudc xung dét trong khu viree lién quan dén sy da dang ton gido rd rang da cé mét tac
déng tiéu cyc doi vai xa hoi ASEAN va vé tién do thuc hién mot ban sic chung cta khu vuc
ASEAN. V&i mot khu da dang vé tén gido va mot sé lwong I&n nhitng ngudi Hoi gido, vai trod
cla céc chinh phd qudc gia ndi riéng va ASEAN ndi chung trong viéc dua ra cac chinh sich
phU hop dé quan ly s phat trién cla cac cdng déng tdn gido la vo cung quan trong. Diéu nay
s& mang lai mot sw phat trién bén vitng cho an sinh x3 hdi ctia mbi quéc gia va cla ca khu
vuec Dong Nam A, cling nhu gép phan vao viéc hoan thanh cac muc tiéu cla Cong dong

ASEAN.
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