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INTRODUCTION

Religions in Vietnam are very diverse. It is even said that Vietnam is a museum of religions.
It means that you can see very old religions as well as new religious phenomena in the
country, for example Buddhism, Roman Catholicism, Protestantism, Islam, Caodaism,
Mormonism, Hoa Hao Buddhism, Buu Son Ky Huong, Tu An Hieu Nghia, new religious
phenomena, traditional religons. Some of them have come from countries outside Vietnam,
and the others originating in the country.

Ton gido ¢ Viét Nam rit da dang. Tham chi co thé noi r@fmg Viét Nam la mot bao tang cua cac
t6n gido. Chung ta co thé thiy cac ton gido rat lau doi cling nhu cac hién tugng tén gido mai
trong nudc, vi du nhu Phat gido, Cong gido, Tin Lanh, Hoi gido, Cao Pai, dao Mormon, Phat
gido Hoa Hao, Btru Son Ky Huong, T An Hiéu Nghia, van van. Vai trong sé d6 dugc nhap

vao Viét Nam va so con lai ¢6 ngudn goc trong nudc.
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27 percent of Vietnamese population identifies with a religion. While more than 90 percent of
the population professes religious beliefs. 39 religious organizations are recognized or
registered.! Vietnamese religious life has been very colorful.

27 phan tram dan sb Viét theo mot ton gido nao d6. Trong khi hon 90 phan trim dan s6 tuyén
xung niém tin ton giao. 39 t6 chirc ton gido duoc cong nhan hodc dang ky. Poi sdng tén gido
Viét Nam c6 rat nhiéu mau sic.

Buddhism has the largest number of believers with 11 million adherents, 12.5% of the
population; Catholicism, 6.5%; Protestantism, 1.5% ; Caodaism, 2.2%; Hoa Hao Buddhism,
1.4%; Isam, 0.08%; Tu An Hieu Nghia, 0.08%; Buu Son Ky Huong, 0.02%; Brahmanism,
0.04%; the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, Baha’i, etc.?

Phat gido co sb luong lon nhét cua cac tin hitu voi 11 triéu tin dd, 12,5% dan sd; Cong gido,
6,5%; Tin lanh, tang 1,5%; Pao Cao bai, 2,2%; Hao Phat Gido Hoa, 1,4%; Isam, 0,08%; Tt
An Hiéu Nghia, 0,08%; Biru Son Ky Huong, 0,02%; Ba La Mén giao, 0,04%; Giao Hoi cac
THNS..., Baha'i, vv

There are so many religious festivals in Vietnam. The number of the festivals is more than
5,000. Almost all of them belong to villages, while some are regional, and only one — Hung
Temple Festival is national. Millions of Vietnamese and visitors were attending the festival in
April 2016. It is said that never have Vietnamese people participated in religious festivals
with a huge number as today.

Viét Nam c6 rat nhiéu 18 hdi ton giao. S6 lugng céc 18 hoi 12 hon 5.000. Hau nhu tat ca trong
) nay ¢ cac lang mac, mot s6 & cac khu vuc 16n hon, va chi c6 mot 18 hoi - L& hoi Dén Hung

mang tam quoc gia. Hang triéu ngudi Viét Nam va du khach da tham du 18 hoi vao thang Tu

1 According to Vietnam Government Committee for Religious Affairs (VGCRA), 2015.
2 According to Vietnam Government Committee for Religious Affairs, 2014.
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nim 2016. Nguoi ta ndi rang chua bao gid ngudi Viét tham gia 18 hoi ton gido véi mot sb
lugng 16n nhu hién nay.
For % past century,® Vietnam has effectively carried out religious freedom policies. Many
policies and law were made to facilitate freedom of religion. A high percentage of
Vietnamese people attend religious services. So many places of worship have been
maintained or built. Religious ceremonies like Christmas, Buddha’s Bithday ceremony,
Ramadan, etc. have been solemnly held and attract a lot of people to participate in even non-
believers. However, like other countries, the protection of religious freedom in Vietnam has
been a circuitous journey.
Trong Y% thé ky qua, Viét Nam da c6 hiéu qua thuc hién chinh sach ty do tén gido. Nhicu
chinh sach, phap luat da duoc thuc hién dé tao diéu kién cho tu do ton gido. Mot ty 1& cao cla
nguoi Viét tham dy nghi 18 ton gido. Vi vay, nhiéu noi the tu d3 duoc duy tri hodc xay dung.
Nghi 1& ton gido nhu Giang sinh, Phat Ban, Ramadan, vv da dugc long trong t6 chtrc va thu
hut rat nhiéu nguoi tham gia va tham chi 14 nhitng ngudi khong thudc tin ngudng. Tuy nhién,
gidng nhu cac nude khac, viéc bao vé tu do ton gido ¢ Viét Nam da 1a mot cude hanh trinh
vong quanh.

1. Making the law on religion or belief
Lam luat vé t6n gido va tin ngudng
Since 2004 to the present day some impotant laws or legal documents on religion and belief
made in Vietnam, which are the Ordinance on Belief and Religion, the Instruction on some

Work to Protestantism® (hereafter the Instruction 01), the Instruction on Buildings, Land

3 Vietnam had specially important resolution on religion “Strengthening the Religious Work in the New
Situation”, No.24, dated October 16 1990.

4 Issued by the Vietnam National Assembly’s Standing Committee, 11" Term in 2004.
5 Issued by Vietnam Government in 2005 (No.1).
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Concerning Religion,® Decree Detailed Stipulation and Resolution of Carrying out the
Ordinance of Belief and Religion,” especially the article 24 of 2013 Vietnamese Amended
Constitution on religion and belief, etc. These legal documents have really facilitated freedom
of religion or belief in the country for the past decade.

T nam 2004 cho dén ngay nay mot s6 dao luat quan trong hodc van ban phap luat vé ton
gido va niém tin dugc thuc hién tai Viét Nam, d6 1a Phap 1énh vé Tin ngudng va Ton gido,
Chi thi 01 (khong mot) vé mot s6 van dé lién quan dén dao Tin lanh, Chi thi vé co so, dat dai
lién quan dén Ton gido, Nghi dinh Quy dinh chi tiét va Nghi quyét thuc hién phap lénh tin
ngudng, ton gido, dac bict 1a bai viét s6 24 nam 2013 Stra doi Hién phap Viét Nam vé ton
gido, tin ngudng, vv. Cac van ban phap ludt nay da thyc sy tao diéu kién cho tu do ton gido,
tin ngudng trong nudc trong qua khir thap ky qua.

The Ordinance on Belief and Religion

Phép 1énh vé Tin ngudng va Ton gido

The Ordinance consists of 6 chapters, 41 articles to stipulate the practice of belief and
religion. The ordinance has played an important role in religious life in Vietnam, shown
Vietnam State’s open policy toward religion. The ordinance continues providing the right to
freedom of belief and religion to all citizens. Particularly it states the recognition of the
religious organization and mentions the registration of the organizations. This is really new
rules in the law on religion in Vietnam leading to significant changes of its religious
landscape. Consequently many religious organizations were recognized and registered after

the ordinance.

6 |ssued by Vietnam Government in 2008 (N0.1940).
7 Issued by Vietnam Government in 2012 (No.22).
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Phép 1énh gém 6 chuong, 41 diéu quy dinh viéc thyc hanh tin ngudng, ton gido. Phap 1énh
nay di doéng mot vai tro quan trong trong doi séng ton gido ¢ Viét Nam, thé hién chinh sach
mo cira cia Nha nude VN ddi véi ton gido. Cac phap 1énh tiép tuc cung cip cac quyén tu do
tin ngudng, ton giao cho moi cong dan. Pic biét trong d6 n6 nhin nhan céc t6 chic ton gido
va dé cap dén viéc dang ky ciia cac to chire. Pay thuc sy 1a quy dinh méi cua phap luat vé ton
gido & Viét Nam din dén thay doi dang ké trong khung canh ton gido trong nuéc. Do d6
nhiéu to chirc t6n gido di dugc cong nhan va diang ky sau khi phap 1énh co hiéu luc.
The ordinance states some aspects of religious activities of foreigners in Vietnam too. For the
first time, foreigner’s religious exercise is addressed in the ordinance, Article 36 and 37.
Under the ordinace, the foreigner is allowed to bring religious publications and items for their
own need prescribed by the law of Vietnam; to be facilitated to participate in religious
services like Vietnamese believers; to invite Vietnamese clerics to do religious services; and
has to respect regulations of religious organizations in the coutry.®
Phap 1énh néu mat s6 khia canh cua hoat dong ton gido cua ngudi nudc ngoai tai Viét Nam
qua. Lan dau tién, viéc thuc hanh ton gido ciia ngudi nude ngoai duoc dé cap trong Phap
lénh, & Diéu 36 va 37. Theo Phap lénh nay, ngudi nudc ngoai duge phép mang 4n pham tén
gido va cac vat phérn cho nhu cau riéng cua ho theo quy dinh cta phap luat Viét Nam; dugc
tao diéu kién dé tham gia vao céac dich vu ton gido nhu tin hiru Vi¢t Nam; moi cac gido si
Viét lam dich vu ton gido; va phai ton trong cac quy dinh cua céc td chirc ton gido ¢ trong
nudc.
Foreign clergy and religious practitioners are allowed to preach in the country after obtaining

the Government Committee Religious Affairs’ approval, and to obey the law of Vietnam.

8 \Vietnam National Assembly’s Standing Committee, 11™ Term, The Ordinance on Belief and Religion, Issued
in June 18 2004.
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Gido si va gido dan ngudi nudc ngoai duoc phép giang trong nude sau khi co sy chip thuin
cua Ban T6n gido Chinh phu, va tuan theo phap luat cua Viét Nam.
The Instruction on some Work to Protestantism
Chi thi 01
The Instruction was issued in the context of very complicated Protestant situation. Many
Protestant denominations, organizations or groups could not obtain registration from the
government or local authority. In addition, in 2001 and 2004 two political chaos were
happened in the Central Highlands, where there is the bigest Protestant community in
Vietnam.
Chi thi dugc ban hanh trong bbi canh tinh hinh Tin Lanh rét phirc tap. Nhiéu gido phai, t6
chirc hodc nhom Tin Lanh khong thé ¢6 duge dang ky tir chinh phii hodc chinh quyén dia
phuong. Ngoai ra, trong ndm 2001 va nam 2004, hai vu hon loan chinh tri d3 xdy ra ¢ Tay
Nguyén, noi c6 cong dong Tin Lanh 16n nhét tai Viét Nam.
The instruction’s core point is gradually to recognize Protestant organizations and faciliate
their practice. It has met the prayer of Protestants who are members of ethnic minorities in
the Northwest and Central Highlands, where Protestant situation has been unstable.
Diém cbt 151 cua hudng dan 1a dan dan cong nhan 6 chtrc Tin lanh va tao diéu kién sinh hoat
cho ho. N6 da dap ting 10i cau nguyén cta ngudi Tin Lanh 1a thanh vién cta dan toc thiéu s6
& Tay Bac va Tay Nguyén, noi tinh hinh dao Tin Lanh tinh hinh khé bat 6n dinh.
It is said that the instruction is a turning — point of thinking about Protestantism, especially in

ethnic minorities.®

% To the present day 10 Protestant organizations in the country were recognized or registered with the State; 605
recognized Protestant units of churches; 2,766 registered Protestant groups (According to Vietham Government
Committee for Religious Affairs, 2015).
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C6 thé noi rang day 1a mot budc ngodt trong suy nghi vé dao Tin lanh, dic biét 1a ¢ cac ving
c6 dong bao dan toc thiéu sb.

The Instruction on Buildings, Land Concerning Religion

Chi thi vé co so, dat dai Lién quan dén Tén Gido

Claim on the land has been recently considered the most complicated hottest issue of
religious affairs. Therefore, the Instruction on Buildings, Land Concerning Religion is really
significant to look forward to resolving the problem of religious buildings and land.

Yéu cau bdi thuong dat dai gan day duoc coi la van dé phirc tap nhat néng bong nhat vé ton
gido. Do d¢6, Chi thi vé co s0, dat dai Lién quan dén Ton gido thyc sy la quan trong dé nhin
vé phia trudc dé giai quyét cac van dé cua cac toa nha va dat dai thudc ton gio.

It states consideration of returning land, buildings to religious organizations, or provide land
for them if they really need to build places of worship. This is Vietnam Government’s new
attitude toward religious issues.

Chi thi xem xét tra lai dt va céc toa nha cho céc t6 chirc ton gido, hodc cung cép dat cho ho
néu ho thyc sy can phai xay dung noi tho phuong. Pay la thai do méi ciia Chinh pha Viét
Nam dbi voi van dé ton gido.

2013 Vietnamese Amended Constitution shows a considerable change to religious freedom,
while stating that everyone has the right to freedom of belief and religion (Article 24). This is
the implementation of international norms in national legal systems.*® Because the provision
is mentioned in the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948 (UDHR)
and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). The previous
constitution confirmed such rights to citizens only. Continued contents of the Article 24 are:

The Vietnamese State respects and protects the right to freedom of belief and religion; Every

10 \w.cole Durham, Jr. Brett G. Scharffs, Law and Religion: National, International, and Comparative
Perspectives (New York: Aspen Publishers, 2010), 110-111.
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religion is equal before the law; And violation of religious freedom or taking advantage of a
belief and religion in order to violate the law are forbidden.

Hién phap stra d6i 2013 cta Viét Nam cho thdy mot su thay d6i dang ké dbi voi tu do t6n
gido, trong khi tuyén bd rang moi ngudi déu cé quyén tu do tin ngudng va ton giao (Diéu 24).
Pay 1a viéc thyc hién cac chuan myc qudc té trong hé thong phap luat quoc gia. Boi vi viée
cung cip dugc dé cap trong Tuyén bd cia Lién Hop Qudc Té Nhan Quyén nim 1948
(UDHR) va Cong udc Qudc té vé cac Quyén Dan sy va Chinh trj (ICCPR). Hién phép trudc
d6 xac nhan cac quyén do dé chi co cong dan. ndi dung tiép tuc cua Dicu 24 1a: Nha nudc ton
trong Viét Nam va bao vé quyén tu do tin ngudng va ton gido; Mdi ton gido déu binh dang
trudc phap ludt; Va vi pham tu do ton gido hodc loi dung tin ngudng, ton gido dé vi pham
phap luat cAm.

Vietnam is making the Law on Belief and Religion at present, with the expectation of
protecting religious freedom better and facilitating religious practice. First the draft of the
Law has been submitted to Vietnam National Assembly in November 2015. The draft has
received a lot of comments from researchers as well as social managers on religion before.
Viét Nam dang hoach dinh Luat Tin ngudng va Ton gido véi mong mudn bao vé tu do ton
gido tdt hon va tao diéu kién thuc hanh ton gido. Cac dy thdo Luat s€ dugc trinh 1én Québc hoi
Vi¢t Nam vao thang nam 2015. Dy thao da nhan dugc rat nhiéu v kién tir cac nha nghién ctru
cling nhu cac nha quan 1y xa hoi vé ton gido.

Decree Detailed Stipulation and Resolution of Carrying out the Ordinance of Belief and
Religion reduces local and governmental response time for administrative procedures

concerning religious affairs, in order to facilitate religious activities.*

1 Chinh phi, Nghi dinh Qui dinh chi tiét va bién phdp thi hanh Phdp lénh tin nguéng, tén gido,
S6: 92/2012/ND-CP, ngay 08 thang 11 nam 2012.
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Nghi dinh Quy dinh chi tiét va Nghi quyét Thuc hién Phap 1énh Tin ngudng, Ton gido giam
thoi gian dap tng cua dia phuong va chinh quyén ddi véi cac tha tuc hanh chinh lién quan
dén cac van dé ton gido, dé tao thuan lo1 cho céac hoat dong ton gido.

2. Recognition and Registration of Religious Organizations
Su cong nhan va dang ky cua cac to chiic ton gido
For the past decade, after the Ordinance of Belief and Religion, recognition and registration
of religious organizations have been quickly carried out, raising the number of recognized or
registered religious organizations to 39. The number is continuously rising. The State’s legal
attitude to religion is more realistic: many religions such as Protestantism, Caodaism whose
many denominations are recognized. Note that, before the Ordinance, there were 7 officially
recognized religious organizations around the country only.
Trong thap ky qua, sau khi Phap lénh vé Tin ngudng va Ton gido dugc ban hanh, sy cong
nhén va dang ky cua cac to chuc tén gido da dugc nhanh chéong thuc hién, nang téng sb o
chtic t6n gido dugce cong nhan hoic ding ky 1én 39. Con sé nay dang tang lién tuc. Thai do
phap 1y ctia Nha nude vé ton giao 1a thuc té hon: nhiéu t6n giao nhu dao Tin lanh, Cao dai c6
nhiéu gido phai dugc cong nhan. Luu ¥ rang, trudc khi cé6 Phap 1énh, chi c¢6 7 to chirc ton
gi4o chinh thirc cong nhan trén toan qudc.
The recognition and registration make religions very happy so they actively make a
contribution to the community and society. After being granted recognitions or registrations,
religious activities have strongly taken place. This is the most remarkable progress? in

implementation of religious freedom.

12 p3 Quang Hung, Chinh sdch ton gido va Nha nuwée phap quyén (Ha Noi: Nxb Dai hoc Qubc gia Ha Noi,
2014), 462.
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Viéc cong nhan va dang ky khién cac ton gio rat vui mimg va vi vdy ho tich cuc dong gop
cho cong ddng va xa hoi. Sau khi duoc cong nhan cap hodc dang ky, hoat dong ton gido da
phat trién manh. Pay 13 budc tién dang ké nhat trong viéc thuc hién quyén tu do tn gido.
3. Facilitating to Build Places of Worship, Seminaries and Training Clergy

Tao diéu kién dé xay dung Noi tho cung, chung vién va Pao tao Giao si
For recent years, Vietnamese localities have provided religious organiztions with land use to
enlarge or build their places of worship or training clergy. Buddhist Shangha of Vietnam
(BSV) was provided land use to build Vietnam Buddhist Academy in Hanoi and Khmer
Theravada Buddhist Academy in Can Tho City; Evangelical Church of Vietnam - South was
provided land use to enlarge its facilities in Ho Chi Minh city, etc.
Trong nhiéu nim gan day, cic dia phuong Viét Nam da cung cap cho cac ton gido gidy phép
sir dung dat dé trung tu hodc xdy dung noi thd phuong ciia ho hodc dio tao hang gido si. Phat
gido Tang gia Viét Nam (BSV) di dugc cung cip gidy phép st dung dat dé xdy dung Hoc
vién Phat gido Viét Nam & HN va Hoc vién Phat gido Nguyén Thity Khmer ¢ thanh phd Can
Tho; Nha Tho Tin Lanh Mién Nam VN d dugc cung cip gidy phép st dung dat dé mo rong
co s ciia minh tai thanh phd HO Chi Minh, vv

BSV has 17,287 places of worship, including pagodas, academies, monasteries, Buddhist
schools. Many of them are very big and had been built in recent decades.'® Bai Dinh Pagoda
is a prominent example. It is built in the area of 80 hectares in Gia Sinh Village, Gia Vien
District, Ninh Binh Province — North Vietnam. The pagoda consists of some buildings for

worship, monastery, reception... and is considered a pilgrimage center of Buddhists.

13 Gido hoi Phat gido Viét Nam, “Bédo cdo tém tt cong tac Phat sy nhiém ky VI”, See

http://lwww.giaohoiphatgiaoviethnam.vn/hoatdong-trunguong-gh/818-bao-cao-tom-tt-cong-tac-pht-s-nhim-k-vi-
ghpgvn.html. Th sau, 23 Thang 11 2012 03:59.


http://www.giaohoiphatgiaovietnam.vn/hoatdong-trunguong-gh/818-bao-cao-tom-tt-cong-tac-pht-s-nhim-k-vi-ghpgvn.html
http://www.giaohoiphatgiaovietnam.vn/hoatdong-trunguong-gh/818-bao-cao-tom-tt-cong-tac-pht-s-nhim-k-vi-ghpgvn.html
http://www.giaohoiphatgiaovietnam.vn/hoatdong-trunguong-gh/818-bao-cao-tom-tt-cong-tac-pht-s-nhim-k-vi-ghpgvn.html
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Phat Gido Tang Gia c6 17.287 noi tho tu, bao gém chua, hoc vién, tu vién, truong hoc Phat
gido. Nhiéu co s rat khang trang va duoc xdy dung trong nhing thap ky gan day. Chua Bai
Dinh 1a mét vi du noi bat. N6 dugc xay dung trén 1 dién tich 80 héc ta tai xa Gia Sinh, huyén
Gia Vién, tinh Ninh Binh - Bic Viét Nam. Chua gém mot sb toa nha dé tho phuong, tu vién,
tiép khach ... va dugc coi 1a mot trung tim hanh huong cuia Phat tir.
Considerably Buddhist Shangha of Vietnam owns four Buddhist academies and five
monasteries around the country.
Dang ké Phat gido Tang Gia ciia Viét Nam s hitu bon hoc vién Phat gido va nim tu vién trén
khap dat nudc.
With seven percent of the population'* identifies with Roman Catholicism, the religion
possesses approximately 5000 churches, eight seminaries and one academy.'® Most
seminaries had been built or reopened during twenty recent years. Such seminaries have
satisfied the maximum of Catholic clergy training. It is said that priests may be redundant in
the country in future.
V6i bay phan traim dan s6 xac dinh voi dao Cong gido La M4, cac ton gido dang so hiru
khoang 5000 nha thd, tam chung vién va mot hoc vién. Hau hét cac ching vién da duoc xay
dung hodc mé cira tré lai trong hai muoi nim gan ddy. ching vién di dap ung toi da dao tao
hang gido si Cong gido. Nguoi ta noi rang cac linh myc c6 thé dugc dy phong ¢ cac qubc gia
trong tuong lai.
First Master’s Course in Theology Opening Ceremony just took place at Vietham Catholic

Academy in Ho Chi Minh city in September 14 2016.

14 Vietnam population is 90 million in November 1 2013.

15 Vietnam Catholic Academy was established under Vietnam State’s approval in 2015. The Academy is owned
and operated by Catholic Bishops’ Council of Vietnam.
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Khoa hoc dau tién ciia Su Phu trong L& khai mac Than hoc chi dién ra tai Hoc vién Cong
gido Viét Nam tai thanh phd HO Chi Minh vao ngay 14 thang 9 nim 2016.
There are more than 400 chapels and two Bible Colleges that belong to Evangelical Church
of Vietnam - North and South in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh city. Evangelical Church of
Vietnam — South’s 10 level building was constructed in District 10, Ho Chi Minh City in
2013.
Hién c6 hon 400 nha nguyén va hai truong Trung hoc Kinh Thanh thugc Gido Hoi Tin Lanh
Viét Nam - Bic va Nam tai Ha Noi va thanh phé H6 Chi Minh. Evangelical Church of Viét
Nam - Toa nha 10 d6 Nam da duoc xay dung & quan 10, Thanh phd Ho Chi Minh trong nim
2013.
Protestant chapels are continuously built with the provincial authority’s support, particularly
in the ethnic minorities in the Central Highlands, where the poverty rate is high.
Céc nha tho Tin Lanh dang tiép tuc dugc xay dung voi sy hd trg ctia chinh quyén cap tinh,
dic biét 1a & cac dan toc thiéu s 0 Tay Nguyén, noi ma ty 1& ho nghéo cao.
Educational development of religious organizations makes a contribution to obtain the
considerable number of clerics.
Su phat trién gido duc ctia cac to chirc ton gido 1am cho mot dong gop dé cé duge sb luong
dang ké cuia cac gido si.
In 2005, the number of graduates from religious schools and training courses of all
denominations was 6,963, while the number of newly recruited participants was 5,584, and

the number of on-going religious trainees was 4,563.

16 socialist Republic of Vietnam Government Committee for Religious Affairs, Religion and Policies
Regarding Religion in Vietnam, (Hanoi: 2007), 69. See
http://www.mofahcm.gov.vn/vi/mofa/ctc_quocte/ptklk/nr040819162124/ns070205095603. Accessed September
19 2016.


http://www.mofahcm.gov.vn/vi/mofa/ctc_quocte/ptklk/nr040819162124/ns070205095603
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Trong ndm 2005, sé luong sinh vién t&t nghiép tir cac truong tén gido va cac khoa hoc dao
tao cua tat ca cic ménh gia 1a 6.963, trong khi s6 lwong nguoi tham gia méi dugc tuyén dung
14 5.584, va s luong trén dang hoc ton gido 13 4563.
The number of clerics belongs to major religions at present as follows:
S6 lugng cac gido si thude cac ton gido 16n hién nay nhu sau:
There are more than 46,699 monks and nuns who belong to Buddhist Sangha of Vietnam.!’
Catholic Bishops’ Council of Vietnam has nearly 5,000 Catholic priests and 43 bishops.*®
There are more than 1,500 pastors and preachers of Protestant churches,® etc.Hién co hon
46.699 tang ni thudc Gido hoi Phat gido Viét Nam. Hoi déng Giam muc Cong gido Viét Nam
c¢6 gan 5.000 linh muc Cong gido va 43 giam muc. Hién ¢6 hon 1.500 muc su va truyén dao
cua gido hdi Tin Lanh, vv

4. Religious activities of foreigners in Vietnam
Hoat dong ton gido cia ngudi nudc ngoai tai Viét Nam
For recent years, a lot of proposals concerning foreigner’s religious activities have been
satisfied within the legal framework and the context of Vietnam.
Trong nhiéu ndm gan day, rat nhiéu kién nghi lién quan dén cac hoat dong ton gido clia nguoi
nudc ngoai da duogc théa min trong khudn kho phap 1y va bdi canh ctia Viét Nam.
April 9-10 2011, Luis Palau® Evangelist from the United States had the opportunity to share
the Good News of Jesus Christ openly with approximately 10,000 people in Thanh Long
Stadium, Ho Chi Minh city. Such a big event concerning religion has never taken place in the

country for some decades.

7 1bid.

18«3 cong bd va trao quyét dinh thanh 1ap Hoc vién Coéng gido Viét Nam”, See
http://vietcatholic.org/News/Html/140756.htm. Accessed October 29 2015.

19 According to VGCRA, 2014.

20 | uis Palau, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luis_Palau. Accessed September 17 2016.


http://vietcatholic.org/News/Html/140756.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luis_Palau
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Ngay 9-10 Thang 4 nam 2011, 6ng Luis Palau tir Hoa Ky di c6 co hoi dé chia sé¢ Tin Ming
cua Chua Giésu Kitd6 mot cach cd1 mo vor khoang 10.000 nguoi tai san van dong Thanh
Long, thanh phdé H6 Chi Minh. mét sy kién 16n lién quan dén tén giao nhu vay da khong bao
gid xay ra trong nudc trong nhiéu thap ky.
Tens of thousands of people still heard the Good News in person and several thousand more
watched through live Internet streaming of the historic, two-day festival in Ho Chi Minh City
on April 9 and 10.%
Hang chuc ngan nguoi van nghe Tin Mimg trong ngudi va hang ngan quan sat nhiéu hon
thong qua truyén Internet truc tiép cia, 1& hoi kéo dai hai ngay lich sir & thanh phé H6 Chi
Minh vao ngay 9 va 10.
Palau said that it had been a tremendous time there in Vietnam.
Ong Palau néi rang n6 di dugc mot thoi gian to 16n ¢6 & Viét Nam.

5. Printing and publishing religious materials
In 4n va xuat ban cic tai liéu ton gido
This is really easier than 15 years ago. Bibles, religious books and various kinds of
documents of most religions, such as Buddhism, Catholicism, Protestantism, Caodaism, Hoa
Hao Buddhism, Islam, indegenous religions have been published. Religious Publications
have recently rocketted.
Diéu nay thyc sy dé dang hon so véi 15 nam trudc ddy. Kinh Thanh, sach ton gido va céc loai

van ban cua hau hét cac ton gido, nhu Phat gido, Cong gido, Tin Lanh, Cao Dai, Phét gido

21 See http://www.palau.org/news/media-resources/press-releases/item/luis-palau-finds-open-doors-and-

challenges-in-vietnam. Accessed September 17 2016.
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Hoa Hao, Hoi gido, ton gido ban dia di duoc cong bd. An pham ton gido gan day da duoc
xuat ban manh.
In 2005 alone, the Religious Publishing House licensed 450 Bible titles (with more than one
million copies) and 60 other titles. During the first six months of 2006, the Religious
Publishing House printed 130 religious titles.?
Chi tinh riéng trong nam 2005, Nha xuat ban Ton gido cap phép 450 dau sach Kinh Thanh
(v6i hon mot triéu ban) va 60 dau sach khac. Trong sau thang dau nam 2006, Nha xuat ban
Tén gido in 130 du sach ton gido.

6. Religious life
Doi song ton gido
Present religious life of Vietnamese is really free, convenient and colorful.
boi séng ton giao hién nay cua Viét Nam la sy mién phi, thuan tién va dﬁy mau sic.
Buddhist pagodas are always dense by Buddhists to go for worship on every lunar month 1%
and 15". Big festivals concerning Buddhism, such as Yen Tu Festival, Huong Pagoda
Festival that last for even three months to attract millions of people to attend. Approximately
600,000 people were participating in the Opening Ceremony of Huong Pagoda in January 24
2015.%
Chua Phat gido ludn day dic cta Phat tir dé di cho sy tho phuong mdi thang vao ngay 1 va 15
am lich. Cac ngay 1& 16n lién quan dén Phat gido, nhu 1& hoi Yén Tir, Lé hoi chuia Huong kéo
dai trong tham chi ba thang dé thu hut hang triéu ngudi tham du. Khoang 600.000 nguoi di

tham gia vao 1& khai mac ctia chua Huong trong ngay 24 Thang 1 nim 2015.

22 socialist Republic of Vietnam Government Committee for Religious Affairs, Religion and Policies
Regarding Religion in Vietnam, (Hanoi: 2007), 70. See
http://www.mofahcm.gov.vn/vi/mofa/ctc_quocte/ptklk/nr040819162124/ns070205095603. Accessed September
19 2016.

23 «Un un tray hoi”, See http://nld.com.vn/thoi-su-trong-nuoc/un-un-tray-hoi-20150224234658265.htm.
Accessed September 18 2016.
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Catholic churches, Protestant chapels, or Muslim mosques, etc. are always full of believers
on the day of services. Christmas and Easter attract not only so many Catholics, Christians
but also non-believers especially young people.
Nha tho Cong gido, nha thd Tin Lanh, hay dén tho Hoi gido, vv ludn ludn tran ngap céc tin
d6 trong ngay thd phugng. Gidng sinh va Phuc sinh thu hut khong chi rat nhiéu nguoi Cong
gi4o, cac Kitd hitu ma ciing nhitng nguoi khong tin, nhat 1a gidi tré.

7. lIssues that Are Facing Religious Organizations And the Government
Céc van dé c6 D6i mit vai to chirc ton gido va Chinh phi

For religious organizations
Déi véi cac to chirc ton gido
This is the state of lack of the financial resources to develop. For example, some religious
organizations can not have money enogh to get land use and to build places of worship or pay
for educational processes of clerics. Lack of chapel for church services, especially in the
Northwest provinces is reality. This area is home to more than 130,000 Protestants, who
belong to ethnic minorities, but there are very few chapels only.
Pay 14 tinh trang thiéu cac ngudn lyc tai chinh dé phat trién. Vi du, mot s6 to chic ton gido
khong thé c6 du tién dé c6 duoc sir dung dat va xdy dung noi tho ty hodc tra tién cho qua
trinh gido dyc cua giao si. Viéc thiéu nha tho, dic biét 1a ¢ cac tinh Tay Bic 1a hién thuc. Khu
vuc ndy 1 nha ctia hon 130.000 ngudi Tin Lanh 1a ngudi dan toc thiéu sb, nhung c6 rét it chi
nha nguyén.
For some religions, such as Hoa Hao Buddhism or traditional Islam that have not enough

clerics to conduct religious services. While their young adherents do not wish to be clerics.
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Dbi voi mot s6 ton gido, nhur Phat gido Hoa Hao, hay Hoi gido truyén théng khong c6 du gido
sT dé tién hanh cac nghi 1 ton gido. Trong khi d6, cac tin do tré khong muén trd thanh céc
gi4o si.

For governmental institutions
Dbi véi cac to chire chinh phil
First, the law on religion or belief is not completed. In reality, religious organizations’
proposals could not be considered because of lack of legal provisions, for example, proposals
of participating in educational or health care services much more. However, law making
related to religion is difficult because of limited experience of lawmakers as well
misunderstanding of religious problems in the society.
Thir nhét, luat vé ton gido hay tin ngudng chua duogc hoan thanh. Trén thyc té, dé nghi tir cac
t6 chic ton gido cé thé khong duge xem xét vi thiéu cac quy dinh phéap ly, vi du, dé xuat
tham gia vao dich vu gido duc va cham soc sitc khoe nhiéu hon nita. Tuy nhién, xdy dung
phap luat lién quan dén ton gido 1a rat khé khan vi kinh nghiém han ché ciia cac nha lap phép
cling nhu nhing sy hiéu 1am vé cac van dé ton gido trong xa hoi.
Second, a portion of the official misunderstand religion, especially at the provincial and
village levels. They don’t recognize the importance of religion as part of national or local
culture yet. And then they do not facilitate religious activites. They usually mention political
or superstitious issues involved in religion. Therefore, they are not ready to protect religious
freedom.
Thtr hai, mot phﬁn cac quan chuc hiéu 1am vé ton gido, dac biét l1a ¢ cép tinh va lang. Ho
chua nhén ra tim quan trong cua tén gido nhur 1a mot phan cuia nén van héa quoc gia hay dia

phuong. Va sau d6 ho khong tao diéu kién cho cc hoat dong t6n gido. Ho thuong dé cap dén
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cac van dé chinh tri hay mé tin di doan lién quan dén ton gido. Do d6, ho khong sin sang dé
bao v¢ tu do ton gido.

Conclusion
Vietnamese policies toward religion is now open, up to date with the international law on
religion. This plays an important role in carrying out freedom of religion or belief. The most
considerable proress of the process is to create an open and convenient religious life for
everyone in the society. Together with the progress, so many places of worship were built; so
many clerics were educated; religious materials were easily published, etc. Consequently
religious activities have been facilitated.
Chinh sach ton gido cua Viét Nam 1a bay gio mé cira, thé theo luat phap qubc té vé ton gido.
Diéu nay dong mot vai trd quan trong trong viéc thuc hién quyén tu do tén gido, tin ngudng.
Tién bo dang ké nhét ctia qua trinh nay 13 tao ra mot doi séng ton gido coi mé va thuan tién
cho tit ca moi nguoi trong xa hdi. Cung voi su tién bod nay, rat nhiéu noi tho tu duge xay
dung; rat nhiéu gido si da dugc dao tao; tai li€u ton gido da duoc dé dang xuét ban, vv Hoat
dong ton gido da duogc tao diéu kién.
However, the implementation of religious freedom is facing some difficulties, such as the law
concerning religion or belief that has not been completed, or religious organizations’ limited
resources./.
Tuy nhién, viéc thuc hién ty do ton gido dang ddi mat véi mot sd kho khan, chéng han nhu
cac luat lién quan dén ton gido hay tin ngudng ma chua dugc hoan thanh, hoic tai nguyén

han ché céc t6 chirc ton gido.



